
 

By Kjersten Blair 



!"
"

 

 

 

 

 

 

God bade me love one spot and serve it. -- G. K. Chesterton 
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Gaithersburg: Past and Present 
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Part 1: History of Gaithersburg 
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Founding: 1750s   
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Frederick Avenue circa 1900 
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Founding of Gaithersburg, 1750-1800 
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Depression: 1785-1815 
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Seneca Creek, 1882  
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  Muncaster's Mill   
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Civil War: 1861-1865 
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Union occupation, 1861 
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Reconstruction: 1865-1877 
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Railroad Boom: 1873 
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Gaithersburg train depot, 1884  
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Gaithersburg Milling & Manufacturing Co, 1891 

Thomas & Co Cannery, 1912-1962 
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Gaithersburg in 1879 (note that the population is still relatively small) 
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Social Heyday: 1870s-1900 
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Depression and War: 1919-1945 
>/.)</4$15"?/2.)5")*1'($:":21'.<")*$"]/+1'.<"9-$.)'$0"+.:"%$<+."+"4+00'($";20*",/1"4/:$1.'b+)'/."
+.:":$($&/;4$.)6"%2)")*'0"+&&"3+4$")/"+"031$$3*'.<"*+&)"-')*")*$"0)/37"4+17$)"31+0*"/,"H3)/%$1"BJ!J8"
9*/2<*">/.)</4$15"?/2.)5"-+0"+,,$3)$:"%5")*$"=1$+)"Y$;1$00'/.6"')0";1/I'4')5")/"Y?"+.:"1$0':$.)0@"
+33$00")/",$:$1+&"</($1.4$.)"D/%0"<1$+)&5"$+0$:")*$"%&/-8"9*'0"-+0"$0;$3'+&&5")12$"-')*")*$"0)$$;"
'.31$+0$"/,",$:$1+&"D/%0"2.:$1"UY]@0"O$-"Y$+&8">+.5"/,")*$0$".$-"$4;&/5$$0"4/($:")/">/.)</4$15"
?/2.)56")*$1$%5"%//0)'.<")*$"&/3+&"$3/./458"9*$0$".$-"1$0':$.)0"-$1$"07'&&$:"'.";/&')'3+&"+3)'/."+.:"
3/.)1'%2)$:"<1$+)&5")/"3*+.<'.<")*$"3/2.)5@0"</($1.4$.)")/"')0"3211$.)"3/2.3'&[%+0$:"050)$48RB"

N"<1/2;"/,"1$0/213$,2&"-/4$.",/2.:$:")*$">/.)</4$15"U+14"#/4$.@0"?//;$1+)'($">+17$)"'."BJR!")/"
*$&;"-')*")*$'1",+4'&'$0@",'.+.3$0"%5"0$&&'.<"%+7$:"<//:06";1/:23$"+.:"31+,)0m")*'0"$I;$1'$.3$"&$:")/")*$"
,'10)",$4'.'0)"+3)'('04"'.")*$"3/2.)5"+0"4+.5"/,")*$"-/4$."%$<+.",'<*)'.<":'031'4'.+)'/."'.")*$"
-/17;&+3$8"9*$"3//;$1+)'($"3/.)'.2$0")/")*1'($"/."#'03/.0'."N($.2$"'."E$)*$0:+8R!""

"

RR"

Montgomery County Social Services Dept, c.1935 
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End of Jim Crow: 1954-1961 
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Arrival of the Federal Government (NIST): 1961 
9*$":$3'0'/.")/"4/($")*$"O+)'/.+&"E21$+2"/,"K)+.:+1:0",1/4"#+0*'.<)/.6"Y8?8")/"=+')*$10%21<"'."BJ\B"
-+0")*$"0$3/.:"4+D/1"$($.)"'.")*$"3')5@0"*'0)/15"_-')*")*$"%2'&:'.<"/,")*$"1+'&1/+:"%$'.<")*$",'10)`8"9*'0"
0;+17$:")*$"%$<'..'.<"/,"+"&+1<$"1$0$+13*"+.:":$($&/;4$.)"'.:20)15"'."=+')*$10%21<6"1$,&$3)$:"'.")*$"
3')5@0":$3'0'/.")/":'03+1:")*$"0*$+,"/,"-*$+)"/.")*$"0$+&"+.:"1$;&+3$"')"-')*"+."/,,'3$"%2'&:'.<"+.:")*$"
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The Creation of Modern Gaithersburg: 1960s-1980s 
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Gaithersburg in 1957: note there’s no I-270 or lake at Seneca Creek State Park  
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National Capitol Region  
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National Capitol Region (Montgomery County circled in red)  
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The Nations are Here 
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